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Dulcis  eft  Odor  Lucri. 


Advertifement. 

YEfierday  came  to  my  Hands  a  Reply  to 
this  Narrative  and  to  prevent  a 
great  Miftake ,  into  which  the  Reader  may 
be  likely  to  fall ,  I  declare  to  the  IVorld ,  that 
I  who  writ  this  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Clark  had 
not y  direiily  or  mdireiUy,  the  leaf  Hand  in 
writing  or  publijhing  the  Anfwer  to  it0  how 
plaujible  Joever  the  Qrounds  may  appear 
that  I  my  Jelf  was  the  Author  oj  it. 


H  E  unjuftifiable  Treatment 
«  r  or  this  worthy  Lady  as  a 
Lunatick,  having  made  lb 
^Wts*  much  Noife  in  the  Town, 


perfuade  my  felf,  that  this  impar- 
il  and  concife  Account  of  the  Mat- 
:  of  Fad:,  as  well  as  the  Obferva- 
►ns  made  upon  it,  will  not  be  un- 
:eptable  to  the  Publick. 

Mrs.  Clark,  a  Gentlewoman  of  Se- 
nty  Three  Years  of  Age,  was  look’d 
on  as  Diftraded  by  her  Relations, 
d  were  confirm’d  in  their  OpinL- 
the  Judgment  of  Four  F* 
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who  were  defil’d  to  viiit  her  ;  Th 
Sentence  being  paid  upon  her  Unde 
handing,  fhe  was  manag’d  with  all  th 
Ri  gour  and  grievous  Severities,  whic 
are  employ’d  for  the  Recovery  of  th 
molt  outragious  Madmen  ;  her  Doo: 
were  fecur’d  by  hir’d  Porters,  he 
Goods  lent  away,  her  Money  feiz’c 
her  Servants  turn’d  out,  and  her  Friend 
deny’d  to  lee  her.  Upon  Complair 
made  to  the  Lord  Chief  Jufiice  Tavfa 
the  Cafe  was  heard  before  him,  and  uj 
on  the  Credit  of  Dr.  M — ,  Dr.  Fr — 
Sir  Ri — d  Turner  the  Lady’s  Brothe 
and  Mrs.  Turner  her  Niece,  his  Lore 
ill  ip  did  not  think  fit  to  enlarge  her. 

Five  Days  after,  Sir  Thomas  Clarg[ 
a  Jufiice  of  Peace,  in  great  Compa 
lion  to  her,  relcu’d  her  by  Force,  ar 
convey’d  her  to  the  Idoufe  of  one 
her  Relations.  The  Day  following  fil 
appeared  before  the  Lord  Chief  J 
fiice,  and  the  Cafe  was  re-heard  ;  ar 
then,  upon  the  Opinion  of  Three  othi 
difinterefied  Physicians,  who  teftify,, 
foe  was  of  a  fober  Mind,  whii 


they  made  good  by  many  convincing 
Circumftances  ;  and  upon  her  own 

giving  a  long,  but  coherent  and  moving 
Account  of  the  whole  Cafe,  and  her 
barbarous  Ufage ;  my  Lord,  having  or¬ 


dered  that  Ihe  fhould  be  fet  at  Liberty, 
and  that  her  Houle  and  Goods  Ihoulcl 
be  reftor’d,  feverely  reprimanded  her 
Relations  for  their  difhonourable  Be¬ 
haviour  in  this  Affair;  in  the  mean  time 
he  ailed  tenderly  with  reipeit  to  the 
Credit  of  the  Doctors,  one  of  whom  has 
the  Honour  to  be  his  Lord  (hip’s  own 
Phyfician.  > 

AT.  B.  The  Lord  Chief  Juftice  put 
to  Mrs.  Clark  the  Affidavits  of  the  Phy- 
ficians,  upon  which  they  grounded  their 
Judgments  of  her  Madnefs ;  all  which 
Paifages  of  Words  and  Aitions  fhe  well 
remembered,  gave  a  rational  Account 
of  them,  and  ffiew’d  plainly,  that 
they  were  vilely  turned  againft  her. 

One  Phyfician’s  Depolition  was  this, 
that  fhe  fancied  fhe  had  fwallow’d  Glals, 
which  was  Matter  of  Fait,  but  it  was  by 
Accident,  as  it  was  fully  prov’d  at  the 
Hearing.  B  Dr. 


Dr.  M — ,  to  prove  her  Madnefs. 
depos’d,  that  Ihe  held  him  by  Force : 
the  lame  Perlon  carry’d  Dr.  Hales  the 
Phvfician  of  Bedlam  to  Mrs.  Clark ,  andl! 
thefe  two  vifited  the  Lady  after  fhe  was 
confin’d. 

Now,  it  being  fuppos’d  that  this  Nar¬ 
rative  contains  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe, 
the  following  Obfervations  naturally  a- 
rife  from  it. 

It  muft  be  acknowledg’d  by  all  im¬ 
partial  Judges,  that  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Doctors,  as  well  as  of  the  Relati¬ 
ons,  againft  Mrs.  Clark ,  fupported  by 
fuch  weak  and  unconvincing  Evidence, 
as  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  Confuta¬ 
tion,  were  unwarrantable  and  cruel. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  by  various  un¬ 
worthy  Pretences,  fome  avaricious  or 
indigent  Pradicers  have  fometimes  pick’d 
the  People’s  Pockets  of  their  Money  ; 
but  that  any  fhould  take  the  High-way 
of  Phyfick,  compell  Men  to  deliver  their 
Reafon,  and  rob  them  of  their  Wits  ini 
fuch  a  notorious  Manner,  is  perhaps  as; 
unprecedented  as  it  is  Criminal.  If 

fuch 
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fuch  licentious  Practices  fhould  prevail, 
what  can  we  expert,  but  that  a  terrible 
Perfecution  may  loon  be  fet  on  Foot  by 
the  violent  Inquilitors  of  Moor  fields  y  who 
upon  the  moll  (lender  and  inconclulive 
Suggeftions,  may  fend  out  their  inhu¬ 
mane  Officers  to  leize,  confine  and  tor¬ 
ture  any  Perlons,  whofe  Underftandings 
It  hey  (hall  pretend  are  fallen  to  decay, 
or  who  upon  the  flighted  Grounds,  and 
from  dilhonourable  V iews,  are  by  near 
.Relations  informed  againft  as  frantick 
Hereticks,  and  Apoftates  from  natural. 
Light  and  common  Senfe. 

It  is  an  Inftance  of  great  Oppreffion 
and  Inhumanity  for  the  Doctors,  upon 
fuch  infignificant  and  frivolous  Allegati¬ 
ons  as  were  brought  againft  Mrs.  Clark, 
to  take  away  her  Liberty  and  treat  her 
with  Violence,  as  a  Diftrafted  Perfon  ; 
for  if  upon  account  of  fome  Singularity 
in  Manners,  any  peculiar  Oddnels  of 
Temper,  or  whimfical  Caprice,  which 
however  did  not  appear  in  this  Cafe, 
(Perlons  may  be  taken  up  by  the  Li£tors 
land  Apparitors  of  Bedlam,  may  be  chain’d, 


imprifon’d,  and  treated  with  the  fharp- 
eft  Difcipline,  while  they  are  left  as 
much  without  Remedy -as  the  unhappy 
Outlaws  of  that  Place ;  who  does  not  lee 
that  a  vaft  Part  of  this  Nation,  fo  much 
acquainted  with  the  Effects  of  the  Spleen 
and  Hyfterical  Paflions,  may  by  their 
defigning  Kindred  be  prov’d  guilty  of 
incoherent  Difcourles,  improper  Excur- 
lions,  and  inconftant  Temper,  and 
thereupon  be  condemn’d  as  Lunaticks, 
and  manag’d  as  fuch  ?  Should  luch  Evi¬ 
dence,  1  fay,  be  allow’d,  what  would 
become  of  the  numerous  Family  of  Co¬ 
quets,  and  the  not  inferior  Race  of  Im- 
pertinents.  Fops  and  Coxcombs;  and 
how  would  l'ome  of  our  greateft  Wits 
themlelves  lave  their  thin  Partitions  from 
being  broken  down,  and  prelerve  their 
Ill-fenced  Inclolures  from  being  laid  in 
common  with  the  Territories  of  Bedlam  ? 
And  further,  if  thefe  unwarrantable  Pro¬ 
ceedings  are  connived  at,  half  our  Floufes. 
may  be  fhut  up,  and  become  the  Prilons 
of  the  Inhabitants,  with  whom  all  Com¬ 
merce  and  Converfation  mull  be  forbid¬ 
den. 
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den,  while  the  Plague  of  Diftr action 
would  be  rife  and  univerfal,  and  Keep- 
j  ers  would  be  wanting  to  attend  the  Lu- 
naticks. 

This  Way  of  Proceeding  without 
Proof,  and  treating  pretended  Madmen 
with  Force  and  Cruelty,  is  indeed  as.  an 
effectual  Way  to  make  a  fober  Man  mad, 
as  to  cure  one  that  is  fo ;  and  this  Ad¬ 
vantage  fuch  Doctors  will  have,  that 
thofe  whom  they  did  not  find,  they 
will  make  Lunaticks,  and  then  the  fub- 
fequent  Marks  of  Diftra&ion  (hall  be  al- 
ledg’d  to  back  and  juftify  the  fir  ft  unrea- 
fonable  Charge, 

Could  it  be  fuppos’d  that  the  other 
Members  of  the  learned  Body  of  Phyfi- 
cians  fhould  a£t  with  equal  Ralhnefs  and 
Iudiftindtion  in  refpedt  of  the  Patients  of 
this  Species,  it  muft  be  allow’d  that 
there  would  be  more  than  one  College 
of  difturb’d  Minds  in  this  City. 

But  why  were  not  gentle  Methods 
prefcrib’d  by  the  Doctors  at  firft  to  re¬ 
duce  this  pretended  Lunatick,  before 

C  they 
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they  came  to  Extremity  ?  Why  did 
they  not  direct  Afs’s  Milk  and  Crabs 
Claws,  fo  much  in  Fafhion,  not  on¬ 
ly  in  the  greateft  chronical  Diftempers, 
but  all  inflamatory  and  malignant  Fea- 
vers  ?  I  do  not  know  whether  thefe 
powerful  Remedies  have  been  yet  direct¬ 
ed  in  Apoplexies,  and  for  Prevention  of 
fuddain  Death  :  But  I  am  inform’d  there 
is  a  DMertation  ready  for  the  Prels,  in 
which  they  are  recommended  to  be  us’d 
in  Clyfters,  inftead  of  Cow’s  Milk  and 
Sugar,  for  the  cure  of  themoft  inveterate 
and  obftinate  Difeafes  ;  whence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  Milk  of  the  Al's  and 
the  Claws  of  the  Crab  are  endow’d 
with  as  great  Variety  of  Wonder¬ 
working  Vertues,  as  the  Prayer  ad- 
drefs’d  to  the  Virgin  Mary  for  Women 
in  Labour,  which  was  form’d  and  print¬ 
ed  fome  Years  ago  in  France ,  to  which 
as  a  Poftfcript  was  added,  And  this 
'Prayer  is  likewifc  good  for  Feavers  and 
Thunder.  Now  why,  1  fay,  were  not 
thefe  eafy,  generous  and  pleafant  Me¬ 
dicines 


dicines  firft  try’d,  before  thole  A£ts  of 
Force  and  Cruelty  were  infilled  on  ? 

It  has  been  alledg’d  that  this  Gen¬ 
tlewoman  appear’d  diforder’d  in  her 
Mind,  from  her  Religious  Dilpofition 
and  frequent  Strains  of  Devotion.  Such 
Qualities  are  indeed,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome  Phyficians,  an  evident  Mark  of  a 
diftemper’d  Head,  who  attribute  all 
religious  Principles  and  devout  Paffions 
•o  an  exorbitant  Melancholly,  over¬ 
stated  Spirits,  and  fplenetick  Imagi- 
lation.  But  it  did  not  appear  that  this 
Gentlewoman’s  Piety  was  Enthufiaftick, 
>r  by  any  Means  inconfiftent  with  a 
ouud  and  undifturb’d  Mind  *  nor  was 
here  more  Ground  to  believe  that  her 
Geafon  was  overturn’d  by  too  much  Re- 
igion,  than  that  the  Faculties  of  the 
doctors  were  prejudic’d  by  too  much 
Learning. 

N.  B.  This  Lady’s  Relations,  as 
veil  as  the  Phyficians,  do  ftill  per  fill  in 
leclaring  not  only  that  Ihe  was  mad, 
)ut  that  fhe  ftill  continues  fo ;  and  the 

firft 


L 


I  z 


firft  give  this,  out  afW%itwer  for  not 
returning  Bank  Mis  of  Too/.  which 
were  taken  from  her  :  The  Phyficians 
by  this  are  a  foamed  to  own  they  were 
miftaken,  or  which  is  the  modefteft  Way 
to  get  off,  impos’d  upon  by  the  Relations, 
which  foews  too  plainly  that  it  was  a 
downright  Confpiracy. 
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